
Entries for the Disciples on Wikipedia and other Web sites 
 

We will follow the order for the Apostles in the list of the Apostles deaths. Let us start with Saint 
Peter. According to the entry for Peter on Wikipedia: 
 

In church tradition, Peter is said to have founded the church in Rome 
(with Paul), served as its bishop, authored two epistles, and then met 
martyrdom there along with Paul.  
 
St. Clement of Rome identifies Peter and Paul as the outstanding 
heroes of the faith. Papias reported that the Gospel of Mark was based 
on Peter's memoirs, a tradition still accepted by some scholars today 
 
 
 
 
 

The Annuario Pontificio gives the year of Peter's death as 
A.D. 64 or A.D. 67. Early church tradition (as indicated 
below) says Peter probably died at the time of the Great 
Fire of Rome of the year 64. Margherita Guarducci…was of 
the opinion that Peter died on October 13 A.D. 64 during 
the festivities on the occasion of the “dies imperii” of 
Emperor Nero. This took place three months after the 
disastrous fire that destroyed Rome for which the emperor 
wished to blame the Christians. This “dies imperii” (regnal 
day anniversary) was an important one, exactly ten years 
after Nero acceded to the throne, and it was ‘as usual’ 
accompanied by much bloodshed. Traditionally, Roman 
authorities sentenced him to death by crucifixion. According 
to the apocryphal Acts of Peter, he was crucified head 
down. Tradition also locates his burial place where the 
Basilica of Saint Peter was later built, directly beneath the 
Basilica's high altar. 

 
Caravaggio's depiction of the crucifixion of Saint Peter. 
 
...Traditions originating in or recorded in the apocryphal Acts of Peter, say that the Romans 
crucified Peter upside down at his request because he did not wish to be equated with Jesus. Acts 
of Peter is also thought to be the source for the tradition about the famous phrase "Quo vadis, 
Domine?" (or "Pou Hupageis, Kurios?" which means, "Whither goest Thou, Master?"), a question 
that, according to this tradition, Peter, fleeing Rome to avoid execution, asked a vision of Jesus, 
and to which Jesus responded that he was "going to Rome, to be crucified again," causing Peter to 
decide to return to the city and accept martyrdom. This story is commemorated in an Annibale 
Carracci painting. The Church of Quo Vadis, near the Catacombs of Saint Callistus, contains a 
stone in which Jesus' footprints from this event are supposedly preserved, though this was actually 
apparently an ex-voto from a pilgrim, and indeed a copy of the original, housed in the Basilica of St 
Sebastian. 
 
The ancient historian Josephus describes how Roman soldiers would amuse themselves by 
crucifying criminals in different positions, and it is likely that this would have been known to the 
author of the Acts of Peter. The position attributed to Peter's crucifixion is thus plausible, either as 
having happened historically or as being an invention by the author of the Acts of Peter. Death, 
after crucifixion head down, is unlikely to be caused by suffocation, the usual cause of death in 
ordinary crucifixion. 
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Next on the list is James the son of Zebedee and the brother of John. According to the entry for 
Saint James on Wikipedia: 
 

Saint James is the Patron Saint of Spain. The town where his 
remains are held, Santiago de Compostela, is considered the 
third most holy town within Christendom (after Jerusalem and 
Rome). The traditional pilgrimage to the grave of the saint, 
known as the "Way of St. James," has become the most popular 
pilgrimage for Western European Catholics from the early Middle 
Ages onwards; making him one of the patron saints of 
pilgrimage… 
 
According to ancient local tradition, on 2 January of the year AD 
40, the Virgin Mary appeared to James on the bank of the Ebro 
River at Caesaraugusta, while he was preaching the Gospel in 
Iberia. She appeared upon a pillar, Nuestra Señora del Pilar, and 
that pillar is conserved and venerated within the present Basilica 
of Our Lady of the Pillar, in Zaragoza, Spain. Following that 
apparition, St James returned to Judea, where he was beheaded 
by King Herod Agrippa I in the year 44.  

 
The 12th-century Historia Compostellana commissioned by bishop Diego Gelmírez provides a 
summary of the legend of St James as it was believed at Compostela. Two propositions are central 
to it: first, that St James preached the gospel in Iberia as well as in the Holy Land; second, that after 
his martyrdom at the hands of Herod Agrippa I his disciples carried his body by sea to Iberia, where 
they landed at Padrón on the coast of Galicia, and took it inland for burial at Santiago de 
Compostela. 
 
The translation of his relics from Judea to Galicia in the northwest of Iberia was effected, in legend, 
by a series of miraculous happenings: decapitated in Jerusalem with a sword by Herod Agrippa 
himself, his body was taken up by angels, and sailed in a rudderless, unattended boat to Iria Flavia 
in Iberia, where a massive rock closed around his relics, which were later removed to Compostela. 
An even later tradition states that he miraculously appeared to fight for the Christian army during 
the battle of Clavijo during the Reconquista, and was henceforth called Matamoros (Moor-slayer). 
Santiago y cierra España ("St James and strike for Spain") has been the traditional battle cry of 
Spanish armies. 

 
A similar miracle is related about San Millán. The possibility that a cult of James was instituted to 
supplant the Galician cult of Priscillian (executed in 385) who was widely venerated across the 
north of Iberia as a martyr to the bishops rather than as a heretic should not be overlooked… 

 
…The suggestion began to be made from the 9th century that, as well as evangelizing in Iberia, his 
body may have been brought to Compostela. No earlier tradition places the burial of St James in 
Hispania. A rival tradition, places the relics of the Apostle in the church of St. Saturnin at Toulouse, 
but it is not improbable that such sacred relics should have been divided between two churches… 
 
The authenticity of the relics at Compostela was asserted in the Bull of Pope Leo XIII, Omnipotens 
Deus, of 1 November 1884. The Catholic Encyclopedia (1908) registered several "difficulties" or 
bases for doubts of this tradition beyond the late appearance of the legend: 
 
St James suffered martyrdom in AD 44, and according to the tradition of the early Church, he had 
not yet left Jerusalem at this time. St Paul in his Epistle to the Romans written after AD 44, 
expressed his intention to avoid "building on someone else's foundation", and thus visit Spain, 
presumably unevangelized. 
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James' emblem was the scallop shell (or "cockle shell"), and pilgrims to his shrine often wore that 
symbol on their hats or clothes. The French for a scallop is coquille St. Jacques, which means 
"cockle (or mollusk) of St James"… 
 
Saint James had a special place in the Central African Kingdom of Kongo because of his 
association with the founding of Christianity in the country in the late fifteenth century. Portuguese 
sailors and diplomats brought the saint to Kongo when they first reached the country in 1483. When 
King Afonso I of Kongo whose Kongo name was Mvemba a Nzinga, the second Christian king, was 
facing a rival, his brother Mpanzu a Kitima, in battle, he reported that a vision of Saint James and 
the Heavenly Host appeared in the sky, frightened Mpanzu a Kitima's soldiers, and gave Afonso the 
victory. As a result, he declared that Saint James' feast day (July 25) be celebrated as a national 
holiday… 

 
Next on the list is John the son of Zebedee and the brother of James. According to the entry for 
Saint John on Wikipedia: 
 

Christian tradition says that John the Evangelist was one of 
Christ's original twelve apostles; the only one to live into old age; 
and not martyred for his faith. John the Evangelist is associated 
with Ephesus, where he is said to have lived and been buried. 
Some believe that after a short life he was exiled to Patmos, 
where he wrote the Book of Revelation. However this is a matter 
of debate, with some attributing authorship to John of Patmos or 
John the Presbyter. It also debated whether John the Evangelist 
is the same as St. John the Apostle… 
 
John was the son of Zebedee and Salome, and the brother of 
James the Greater. In the Gospels the two brothers are often 
called after their father "the sons of Zebedee" and received from 
Christ the honourable title of Boanerges, i.e. "sons of thunder" (Mark 3:17). Originally they were 
fishermen and fished with their father in the Lake of Genesareth. According to the usual and entirely 
probable explanation they became, however, for a time disciples of John the Baptist, and were 
called by Christ from the circle of John's followers, together with Peter and Andrew, to become His 
disciples (John 1:35-42)… 
 
…After Christ's Ascension and the Descent of the Holy Spirit, John took, together with Peter, a 
prominent part in the founding and guidance of the Church. We see him in the company of Peter at 
the healing of the lame man in the Temple (Acts 3:1 sqq.). With Peter he is also thrown into prison 
(Acts 4:3). Again, we find him with the prince of the Apostles visiting the newly converted in 
Samaria (Acts 8:14). 
 
We have no positive information concerning the duration of this activity in Palestine. Apparently 
John in common with the other Apostles remained some twelve years in this first field of labour, 
until the persecution of Herod Agrippa I led to the scattering of the Apostles through the various 
provinces of the Roman Empire (cf. Acts 12:1-17… it does not appear improbable that John then 
went for the first time to Asia Minor and exercised his Apostolic office in various provinces there. In 
any case a Christian community was already in existence at Ephesus before Paul's first labours 
there (cf. "the brethren", Acts 18:27, in addition to Priscilla and Aquila), and it is easy to connect a 
sojourn of John in these provinces with the fact that the Holy Ghost did not permit the Apostle Paul 
on his second missionary journey to proclaim the Gospel in Asia, Mysia, and Bithynia (Acts 16:6 
sq.)….But in any case such a sojourn by John in Asia in this first period was neither long nor 
uninterrupted. He returned with the other disciples to Jerusalem for the Apostolic Council (about 
A.D. 51)…When Paul came again to Jerusalem after the second and after the third journey (Acts 
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18:22; 21:17 sq.) he seems no longer to have met John there. Some wish to draw the conclusion 
from this that John left Palestine between the years 52 and 55… 
 

St. John the Evangelist is (along with St. John the Baptist) a Patron Saint of 
the fraternal society of Free and Accepted Masons (better known as the 
Freemasons). 

  
Christian art usually represents St John with an eagle, symbolizing the 
heights to which he rises in the first chapter of his Gospel. The chalice as 
symbolic of St John, which, according to some authorities, was not adopted 
until the thirteenth century, is sometimes interpreted with reference to the 
Last Supper, again as connected with the legend according to which St. 
John was handed a cup of poisoned wine, from which, at his blessing, the 
poison rose in the shape of a serpent. Perhaps the most natural 
explanation is to be found in the words of Christ to John and James "My 
chalice indeed you shall drink" (Matthew 20:23). 

 
Next on the list is Saint Andrew the brother of Saint Peter. Saint Andrew is the patron Saint of 
Scotland. The most interesting thing about Saint Andrew is that he was originally a “disciple of 
John the Baptist. The entry for Saint Andrew on Wikipedia has:  
 

The Gospel of John teaches that Andrew was a disciple of John the 
Baptist, whose testimony first led him and John the Evangelist to follow 
Jesus…Andrew at once recognized Jesus as the Messiah, and hastened 
to introduce him to his brother (John 1:41). Thenceforth the two brothers 
were Disciples of Christ. On a subsequent occasion, prior to the final call 
to the apostolate, they were called to a closer companionship, and then 
they left all things to follow Jesus… 
 
Eusebius quotes Origen as saying Andrew preached in Asia Minor and in 
Scythia, along the Black Sea as far as the Volga and Kiev. Hence he 
became a patron saint of Romania and Russia. According to tradition, he 
founded the See of Byzantium (Constantinople) in AD 38, installing 
Stachys as bishop. This diocese would later develop into the 
Patriarchate of Constantinople. Andrew is recognized as its patron saint. 
 

Andrew is said to have been martyred by crucifixion at Patras (Patrae) in 
Achaea. Though early texts, such as the Acts of Andrew known to Gregory 
of Tours, describe Andrew bound, not nailed, to a Latin cross of the kind on 
which Christ was crucified, a tradition grew up that Andrew had been 
crucified on a cross of the form called Crux decussata (X-shaped cross) and 
commonly known as "Saint Andrew's Cross"; this was performed at his own 
request, as he deemed himself unworthy to be crucified on the same type of 
cross on which Christ was crucified. "The familiar iconography of his 
martyrdom, showing the apostle bound to an X-shaped cross, does not 
seem to have been standardized before the later Middle Ages," Judith 
Calvert concluded after re-examining the materials studied by Louis Réau…  

 
 
(GNU) Crucifixion of Saint Andrew  
 
The apocryphal Acts of Andrew, mentioned by Eusebius, Epiphanius and others, is among a 
disparate group of Acts of the Apostles that was traditionally attributed to Leucius Charinus. "These 
Acts may be the latest of the five leading apostolic romances. They belong to the third century: ca. 
A.D. 260," was the opinion of M. R. James, who edited them in 1924. The Acts, as well as a Gospel 
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of St Andrew, appear among rejected books in the Decretum Gelasianum connected with the name 
of Pope Gelasius I… 
 
Early Christian History in Ukraine holds that the apostle Saint Andrew is said to have preached on 
the southern borders of modern-day Ukraine, along the Black Sea…and reached the future location 
of Kiev, where he erected a cross on the site where the St. Andrew's Church of Kiev currently 
stands, and prophesied the foundation of a great Christian city. 
 
There is, however, no historical evidence for this legend…such travelling was long and dangerous, 
and the place was at the time an extremely distant, marginal and thinly populated periphery. There 
was little plausible reason for the Apostle to undertake such an enterprise, with Christianity making 
its very first steps and far from established even in the heartlands of the Roman Empire… 
 
On the other hand, it was in the obvious interest of Kievan Rus' and its later Russian and Ukrainian 
successors, striving in numerous ways to link themselves with the political and religious heritage of 
Byzantium, to claim such a direct visit from the famous Saint. Claiming direct lineage from St. 
Andrew also had the effect of disregarding any theological leanings of Greek orthodoxy over which 
disagreement arose, since the actual, much later, "indirect" proselytizing via Byzantium was 
bypassed altogether. 

 
Next on the list is Philip. Unfortunately the entry for Saint Philip on Wikipedia is very sparse: 
 

Christian stories about St Philip's life and ministry can be found in the extra-
canonical writings of later Christians than in the New Testament. One of the 
most reliable fragments of knowledge about Philip comes from the head of the 
Catechetical School of Alexandria, Clement, who states that Philip was married, 
had children, and one of his daughters was also married. Other legendary 
material about Philip can be misleading, as many hagiographers conflated Philip 
the Apostle with Philip the Evangelist. The most notable and influential example 
of this is the hagiography of Eusebius, in which Eusebius clearly assumes that 
both Philips are the same person. As early as 1260, Jacobus de Voragine noted 
in his Golden Legend that the account of Philip's life given by Eusebius was not 
to be trusted.  

 
 
Later stories about Saint Philip's life can be found in the anonymous Acts of 
Philip, probably written by a contemporary of Eusebius. This non-canonical book 
recounts the preaching and miracles of Philip. Following the resurrection of 
Jesus, Philip was sent with his sister Mariamne and Bartholomew to preach in 
Greece, Phrygia, and Syria. Included in the Acts of Philip is an appendix, entitled 
"Of the Journeyings of Philip the Apostle: From the Fifteenth Act Until the End, 
and Among Them the Martyrdom." This appendix gives an account of Philip's 
martyrdom in the city of Hierapolis. According to this account, through a 
miraculous healing and his preaching Philip converted the wife of the proconsul 
of the city. This enraged the proconsul, and he had Philip, Bartholomew, and 
Mariamne all tortured. Philip and Bartholomew were then crucified upside down, 
and Philip preached from his cross. As a result of Philip's preaching the crowd 
released Bartholomew from his cross, but Philip insisted that they not release 
him, and Philip died on the cross. 
 
In the Unity Church, Philip is the Apostle associated with the power of dominion, or power, as per 
Charles Fillmore's The Twelve Powers of Man. 
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Next on the list is Bartholomew also known as Nathaniel. According to the entry for Saint 
Bartholomew on Wikipedia: 

 
Though Bartholomew is listed among the Twelve Apostles in the three 
Synoptic gospels: Matthew, Mark, and Luke, and also appears as one 
of the witnesses of the Ascension (Acts 1:4, 12, 13), each time named 
in the company of Philip, he is one of the apostles of whom no word is 
reported nor any individual action recorded in the New Testament. Nor 
are there any early acta, the earliest being written by a 
pseudepigraphical writer who assumed the identity of Abdias of 
Babylon and is called "the pseudo-Abdias". 

 
 
 
 
 
In the East, where Bartholomew's evangelical labours were 
expended, he was identified with Nathanael, in works by 
Ebedjesu, the fourteenth century Nestorian metropolitan of Soba, 
and Elias, the bishop of Damascus. Nathanael is mentioned only 
in the Gospel according to John. In the Synoptic gospels, Philip 
and Bartholomew are always mentioned together, while 
Nathanael is never mentioned; in John's gospel, on the other 
hand, Philip and Nathanael are similarly mentioned together, but 
nothing is said of Bartholomew. Giuseppe Simone Assemani 
specifically remarks, "the Chaldeans confound Bartholomew with 
Nathaniel". Some Biblical scholars reject this identification, 
however.  
 
In the Gospel of John (John 1:45-51), Nathanael is introduced as 
a friend of Philip. He is described as initially being skeptical 
about the Messiah coming from Nazareth…but nonetheless, 
follows Philip's invitation. Jesus immediately characterizes him 
as "Here is a man in whom there is no deception." Some scholars hold that Jesus' quote "Before 
Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you", is based on a Jewish figure of 
speech referring to studying the Torah. Nathanael recognizes Jesus as "the Son of God" and "the 
King of Israel". Nathanael reappears at the end of John's gospel (John 21:2) as one of the disciples 
to whom Jesus appeared at the Sea of Tiberius after the Resurrection. 
 
Eusebius of Caesarea's Ecclesiastical History (v §10) states that after the Ascension, Bartholomew 
went on a missionary tour to India, where he left behind a copy of the Gospel of Matthew. Other 
traditions record him as serving as a missionary in Ethiopia, Mesopotamia, Parthia, and Lycaonia.  
 
Along with his fellow Apostle Jude, Bartholomew is reputed to have brought Christianity to Armenia 
in the 1st century. Thus both saints are considered the patron saints of the Armenian Apostolic 
Church. There is also a local tradition that he was martyred at the site of the Maiden Tower in 
present-day Baku, Azerbaijan, at the time part of Caucasian Albania, by being flayed alive and then 
crucified head down… 
 
The sixth-century writer in Constantinople, Theodorus Lector, averred that ca 507 the Emperor 
Anastasius gave the body of Bartholomew to the city of Dura-Europos, which he had recently 
founded (actually re-founded). The existence of relics at Lipari, a small island off the coast of Sicily, 
in the part of Italy controlled from Constantinople, was explained by Gregory of Tours by his body 
having miraculously washed there: a large piece of his skin and many bones that were kept in the 
Cathedral of St. Bartholomew the Apostle, Lipari, were translated to Beneventum in 803, and to 
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Rome in 983 by Holy Roman Emperor Otto II, at the basilica of San Bartolomeo all'Isola. In time, 
the church here inherited an old pagan medical center. This association with medicine in course of 
time caused Bartholomew's name to become associated with medicine and hospitals. Some of 
Bartholomew's skull was transferred to Frankfurt, while an arm is venerated in Canterbury 
Cathedral today. 
 
Of the many miracles performed by St. Bartholomew before and after his death, two very popular 
ones are known by the townsfolk of the small island of Lipari. When St. Bartholomew's body was 
found off the shore, the Bishop of Lipari ordered many men to take the body to the Cathedral. When 
this failed due to its extreme weight, the Bishop then sent out the children. The children easily 
brought the body ashore. 
 
The people of Lipari celebrated his feast day annually. The tradition of the people was to take the 
solid silver and gold statue from inside the Cathedral of St. Bartholomew and carry it through the 
town. When taking the statue down the hill towards the town, it suddenly got very heavy and had to 
be set down. When the men carrying the statue regained their strength they lifted it a second time. 
After another few seconds, it got even heavier. They set it down and attempted once more to pick it 
up. They managed to lift it but had to put it down one last time. Within seconds, the walls further 
downhill collapsed. If the statue had been able to be lifted, all of the townspeople would have been 
killed. 
 
During World War II, the Fascist regime looked for ways to finance their activities. The order was 
given to take the silver statue of Saint Bartholomew and melt it down. The statue was weighed and 
it was found to be only several ounces. It was returned to its place in the Cathedral in Lipari. In 
reality, the statue is made from many pounds of silver and it is considered a miracle that it was not 
melted down. 
 
St. Bartholomew is credited with many other miracles having to do with the weight of objects. 
 
In works of art he is often represented with a large knife, or, as in 
Michelangelo's Last Judgment, with his own skin hanging over his 
arm. Tradition holds that in Armenia he was flayed alive and then 
crucified upside down. This fate has led to him being adopted as 
the patron saint of tanners. 
 
Saint Bartholomew plays a part in Francis Bacon's Utopian tale 
The New Atlantis, about a mythical isolated land Bensalem 
populated by a people dedicated to reason and natural philosophy. 
Some twenty years after the ascension of Christ the people of 
Bensalem found the arc floating off their shore. The arc contained 
a letter as well as the books of the Old and New Testaments. The 
letter was from Bartholomew the Apostle and declared that an 
angel told him to set the arc and its contents afloat. Thus the 
scientists of Bensalem received the revelation of the Word of God. 
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Next on the list is Matthew, who was also known as Levi. According to the entry for Saint 
Matthew on Wikipedia: 
 

Matthew the Evangelist... is complex for a number of reasons. 
The gospel to bear the name "Matthew" was written 
anonymously, with tradition ascribing authorship to Matthew at a 
later date. Both the style of Greek used and the means of 
describing events lead some to conclude that the author of the 
gospel was not a companion of the historic Jesus… 

 
Matthew's depiction in the New Testament is likewise complex. 
In the gospels of Mark and Luke, as well as in the Acts of the 
Apostles, Matthew is mentioned without any title, identifier, 
descriptions, or actions. Virtually nothing besides his apostleship 
can be determined from these accounts, and he is not mentioned 
at all in the Gospel of John or subsequent epistles. 

 
The Gospel of Matthew, on the other hand, names Matthew as 
the publican called by Jesus, whom the other gospels name 
"Levi". This gospel subsequently gives Matthew the title "the tax 
collector" in its list of the Twelve Apostles. Christian tradition holds that Matthew and Levi were, in 
fact, two names for the same person (similarly, tradition posits a "Jude Thaddeus" to reconcile the 
Jude of Luke and Acts with the Thaddeus of Matthew and Mark.) Modern Biblical scholarship holds 
this position as highly unlikely, however. If one concludes that the Gospel of Matthew's stories of St. 
Matthew are based on Mark's stories of Levi, a different person, then one can say nothing about 
Matthew the Apostle besides the fact that he was one of the Twelve. 

 
However, the Catholic Encyclopedia asserts that Matthew once could have been called "Levi", 
according to Mark 2:14. The Encyclopedia also states that "The fact of one man having two names 
is of frequent occurrence among the Jews." Other gospel passages that refer to Matthew or Levi 
are Mark 2:1-22 and Luke 5:27-39. 

 
Levi is described in Mark (and synoptic parallels) as being a tax collector who was called by Jesus 
to follow him just as the Twelve Apostles were. He is called the "Son of Alphaeus", and his calling 
leads into a scene where Jesus is confronted by Pharisees for eating with tax-collectors and 
sinners. It is possible that James, son of Alphaeus, had been distinguished from James, son of 
Zebedee by the former's other name "Levi" and that James, son of Alphaeus was called to the 
Apostolate along with Luke... 

 
Because one of the synoptic Gospels carries the name of Matthew and there is great debate over 
the authorship of the Gospel according to Matthew, along with the entry on Wikipedia, we will 
include an additional source. The other source for Saint Matthew is the web site MATTHEW 
APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST (21 SEP NT) By James Kiefer http://satucket.com/lectionary/Matthew.htm  
 

Of Matthew's life after Pentecost the Scriptures tell us nothing. Later accounts of his life vary, some 
reporting that he was martyred, others that he died a natural death. The Christian community since 
early times has commemorated him as a martyr.  
 
Whether the Apostle Matthew is also the Evangelist Matthew -- that is, whether the Apostle 
Matthew wrote the Gospel that bears his name -- is disputed. The Gospel itself does not say who 
wrote it, but the designation "according to Matthew" is very old. In favor of his authorship it may be 
noted that (1) while Mark and Luke give the fourth pair of Apostles as "Matthew and Thomas," the 
Gospel of Matthew gives them as "Thomas and Matthew"; and (2) while Luke 5:29 explicitly states, 
and Mark 2:15 suggests, that Matthew gave a banquet for Jesus, Matthew 9:10 in describing the 

 8



same banquet does not indicate who the host was. Both of these variations would be routine 
touches of modesty if Matthew was the author. 
 
On the other hand, the gospel (1) does not have the manner of an eyewitness, and (2) is thought by 
many scholars to contain material borrowed from Mark, whereas one would not expect someone 
who had been an eyewitness to borrow from someone who had not. (NOTE: The view that Mark is 
an older Gospel than Matthew is widespread and not long ago many scholars regarded the matter 
as settled. However, there is respectable opinion holding that Matthew is the 
earliest Gospel after all. See, for example, the comments in the Matthew 
volume of The Anchor Bible.)  
 
Perhaps the Gospel was written by some early Christian, not an apostle, 
whose name was Matthew, and about whom nothing else is known. Early 
Christian readers, hearing the Gospel ascribed to "Matthew," would naturally 
associate it with the Apostle of that name, and so the ascribing of the work to 
the Apostle Matthew becomes common at an early date, by a perfectly natural 
misunderstanding.  
 
Papias of Hierapolis, writing in the late first or early second century, says that 
Matthew compiled the sayings (Logia) of Jesus in Hebrew. Now the material 
common to Matthew and Luke, but not to Mark, includes sayings of Jesus but 
almost no narrative. It has therefore been conjectured that there was once a 
document (usually called Q), now lost, that is basically a collection of speeches 
by Jesus, and that Matthew (the evangelist) and Luke, had access to it while 
Mark did not. It has been suggested that Matthew (the apostle) is the author of 
this document Q, which may well have been first written in Hebrew (or 
Aramaic).  
 
The Scripture readings associated with the day bear the themes of Matthew as a Gospel-writer 
(hence readings that speak of the Scriptures), Matthew as an Apostle, and Matthew as a sinner 
called by God's grace.  
 
by James Kiefer  

 
Next on the list is Thomas also known as Didymus. According to the entry for Saint Thomas on 
Wikipedia: 
 

There is disagreement and uncertainty as to the 
identity of Saint Thomas. One recent theory is 
presented in the book The Jesus Family Tomb. The 
authors, Simcha Jacobovici and Pellegrino, identify 
him with two of those who were interred in the 
Talpiot Tomb, "Yehuda son of Yeshua." 
 
The Greek Didymus: in three of these passages 
(John 11:16; 20:24; and 21:2), Thomas is more 
specifically identified as "Thomas, also called the 
Twin (Didymus)".  
 
The Aramaic Tau'ma: the name "Thomas" itself comes from the Aramaic word for twin: T'oma 
…Thus the name convention Didymus Thomas thrice repeated in the Gospel of John is in fact a 
tautology that omits the Twin's actual name.  
 
The Nag Hammadi "sayings" Gospel of Thomas begins: "These are the secret sayings that the 
living Jesus spoke and Didymos Judas Thomas recorded." Syrian tradition also states that the 
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apostle's full name was Judas Thomas, or Jude Thomas. Some have seen in the Acts of Thomas 
(written in east Syria in the early 3rd century, or perhaps as early as the first half of the 2nd century) 
an identification of Saint Thomas with the apostle Judas son of James, better known in English as 
Jude. However, the first sentence of the Acts follows the Gospels and the Acts of the Apostles in 
distinguishing the apostle Thomas and the apostle Judas son of James. 
Few texts identify Thomas' other twin, though in the Book of Thomas the 
Contender, part of the Nag Hammadi library, it is said to be Jesus 
himself: "Now, since it has been said that you are my twin and true 
companion, examine yourself…" 
 
According to The Passing of Mary, a text attributed to Joseph of 
Arimathaea, Thomas was the only witness of the Assumption of Mary 
into heaven. The other apostles were miraculously transported to 
Jerusalem to witness her death. Thomas was left in India, but after her 
burial he was transported to her tomb, where he witnessed her bodily 
assumption into heaven, from which she dropped her girdle. In an 
inversion of the story of Thomas' doubts, the other apostles are skeptical 
of Thomas' story until they see the empty tomb and the girdle. Thomas' 
receipt of the girdle is commonly depicted in medieval and pre-Tridentine 
Renaissance art. 
 

St. Thomas receiving the Virgin Mary's girdle from heaven. 
 
"Judas, who is also called Thomas" (Eusebius, H.E. 13.12) has a role in the legend of king Abgar of 
Edessa (Urfa), for having sent Thaddaeus to preach in Edessa after the Ascension (Eusebius, 
Historia ecclesiae 1.13; III.1; Ephrem the Syrian also recounts this legend.) In the 4th century the 
martyrium erected over his burial place brought pilgrims to Edessa. In the 380s, Egeria described 
her visit in a letter she sent to her community of nuns at home (Itineraria Egeriae): "we arrived at 
Edessa in the Name of Christ our God, and, on our arrival, we straightway repaired to the church 
and memorial of saint Thomas. There, according to custom, prayers were made and the other 
things that were customary in the holy places were done; we read also some things concerning 
saint Thomas himself. The church there is very great, very beautiful and of new construction, well 
worthy to be the house of God, and as there was much that I desired to see, it was necessary for 
me to make a three days' stay there."  
 
Many early Christian writings, which belong to centuries immediately following the first Ecumenical 
Council of 325, exist about St. Thomas mission. The Acts of Judas Thomas: 2nd/3rd century (c. 
180-230) Gist of the testimony: The Apostles cast lots as to where they should go, and to Thomas, 
twin brother of Jesus, fell India. Thomas was taken to king Gondophares as an architect and 
carpenter by Habban. The journey to India is described in detail. After a long residence in the court 
he ordained leaders for the Church, and left in a chariot for the kingdom of Mazdei. There, after 
performing many miracles, he dies a martyr.  
 
Clement of Alexandria: 3rd century (d.c. 235… makes a passing reference to St. Thomas’ 
Apostolate in Parthia. This agrees with the testimony which Eusebius records about Pantaenus visit 
to India.  
 
Doctrine of the Apostles: 3rd century; Church represented: Syrian  “After the death of the 
Apostles there were Guides and Rulers in the Churches…..They again at their deaths also 
committed and delivered to their disciples after them everything which they had received from the 
Apostles;…(also what) Judas Thomas (had written) from India”. “India and all its own countries, and 
those bordering on it, even to the farther sea, received the Apostle’s hand of Priesthood from Judas 
Thomas, who was Guide and Ruler in the Church which he built and ministered there”. In what 
follows “the whole Persia of the Assyrians and Medes, and of the countries round about Babylon…. 
even to the borders of the Indians and even to the country of Gog and Magog” are said to have 
received the Apostles’ Hand of Priesthood from Aggaeus the disciple of Addaeus...  

 10



 
Eusebius of Caesarea: 4th century (d. 340); Church Represented: Alexandrian/Greek Biographical 
Quoting Origen, Eusebius says: “When the holy Apostles and disciples of our Saviour were 
scattered over the entire world, Thomas, so the tradition has it, obtained as his portion Parthia….”  
 
Ephrem: 4th century…Many devotional hymns composed by St. Ephraem, bear witness to the 
Edessan Church’s strong conviction concerning St. Thomas’s Indian Apostolate. There the devil 
speaks of St. Thomas as “the Apostle I slew in India”. Also “The merchant brought the bones” to 
Edessa.  
 
In another hymn apostrophising St. Thomas we read of “The bones the merchant hath brought”. “In 
his several journeyings to India, And thence on his return, All riches, which there he found, Dirt in 
his eyes he did repute when to thy sacred bones compared”. In yet another hymn Ephrem speaks 
of the mission of Thomas “The earth darkened with sacrifices’ fumes to illuminate”. “A land of 
people dark fell to thy lot”, “a tainted land Thomas has purified”; “India’s dark night” was “flooded 
with light” by Thomas.  
 
Gregory of Nazianzus: 4th century (d. 389) … born A.D. 330…In 379 the people of Constantinople 
called him to be their bishop. By the Orthodox Church he is emphatically called “the Theologian’. 
“What? were not the Apostles strangers amidst the many nations and countries over which they 
spread themselves?…Peter indeed may have belonged to Judea; but what had Paul in common 
with the gentiles, Luke with Achaia, Andrew with Epirus, John with Ephesus, Thomas with India, 
Mark with Italy?”  
 
Ambrose of Milan: 4th century (d. 397)…Note: St. Ambrose was thoroughly acquainted with the 
Greek and Latin Classics, and had a good deal of information on India and Indians. He speaks of 
the Gymnosophists of India, the Indian Ocean, the river Ganges etc., a number of times. “This 
admitted of the Apostles being sent without delay according to the saying of our Lord Jesus… Even 
those Kingdoms which were shut out by rugged mountains became accessible to them, as India to 
Thomas, Persia to Mathew...”  
 
St. Jerome (342- 420). St. Jerome's testimony: “He (Christ) dwelt in all places: with Thomas in 
India, Peter at Rome, with Paul in Illyricum.”  
 
St. Gaudentius (Bishop of Brescia, before 427). St. Gaudentius' testimony: “John at Sebastena, 
Thomas among the Indians, Andrew and Luke at the city of Patras are found to have closed their 
careers.”  
 
St. Paulinus of Nola (died 431). St. Paulinus' testimony: “Parthia receives Mathew, India Thomas, 
Libya Thaddeus and Phrygia Philip”.  
 
St. Gregory of Tours (died 594) St. Gregory's testimony: “Thomas the Apostle, according to the 
narrative of his martyrdom is stated to have suffered in India. His holy remains (corpus), after a long 
interval of time, were removed to the city of Edessa in Syria and there interred… 
 
St. Isidore of Seville in Spain (d. c. 630). St. Isidore's testimony: “This Thomas preached the 
Gospel of Christ to the Parthians, the Medes, the Persians, the Hyrcanians and the Bactrians, and 
to the Indians of the Oriental region and penetrating the innermost regions and sealing his 
preaching by his passion he died transfixed with a lance at Calamina,a city of India, and there was 
buried with honour”.  
 
St. Bede the Venerable (c. 673-735).St. Bede's testimony : “Peter receives Rome, Andrew Achaia; 
James Spain; Thomas India; John Asia"…  
 
A long public tradition in the church at Edessa honoring Thomas as the Apostle of India resulted in 
several surviving hymns that are attributed to Ephrem, copied in codices of the 8th and 9th 
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centuries. References in the hymns preserve the tradition that Thomas' bones were brought from 
India to Edessa by a merchant, and that the relics worked miracles both in India and at Edessa. A 
pontiff assigned his feast day and a king and a queen erected his shrine. The Thomas traditions 
became embodied in Syriac liturgy, thus they were universally credited by the Christian community 
there. There is also a legend that Thomas had met the Biblical Magi on his way to India… 
 
The indigenous church of Kerala, India has a tradition that St. Thomas sailed there to spread the 
Christian faith. He is said to have landed at a small village, at that time a port, named Palayoor, 
near Guruvayoor, which was a priestly community at that time. He left Palayoor in AD 52 for 
southern Kerala State… 
 
The Acts of Thomas describes in chapter 17 Thomas' visit to king Gondophares in northern India; 
chapters 2 and 3 depict him as embarking on a sea voyage to India, thus connecting Thomas to the 
west coast of India. Though the Acts are usually considered to be moral entertainments of a 
legendary nature, the Periplus of the Erythraean Sea is a surviving roughly contemporary guide to 
the routes commonly being used for navigating the Arabian Sea… 
 
According to tradition, the Indo-Parthian king Gondophares was proselitized by St Thomas, who 
continued on to southern India. 
 
Southern India had maritime trade with the West since ancient times. Egyptian trade with India and 
Roman trade with India flourished in the first century AD. In AD 47…Pliny has given an accurate 
description of the route to India, the country of Cerebothra (the Cheras). Pliny has referred to the 
flourishing trade in spices, pearls, diamonds and silk between Rome and Southern India in the early 
centuries of the Christian era. Though the Cheras controlled Kodungallur port, Southern India 
belonged to the Pandyan Kingdom that had sent embassies to the court of Augustus Caesar. 
 
According to Indian Christian tradition, St. Thomas landed in Kodungallur in AD 52, in the company 
of a Jewish merchant Abbanes (Hebban). There were Jewish colonies in Kodungallur since ancient 
times and Jews continue to reside in Kerala till today, tracing their ancient history… 
 
… In 822 AD two Nestorian Persian Bishops Mar Sapor and Mar Peroz came to Malabar, to occupy 
their seats in Kollam and Kodungallur, to look after the local Syrian Christians (also known as St. 
Thomas Christians). 
 
Near Chennai (formerly Madras) in India stands a small hillock called St. Thomas Mount, where the 
Apostle is said to have been killed in 72 AD (exact year not established). Also to be found in 
Chennai is the Dioceses of Saint Thomas of Mylapore to which his mortal remains were supposedly 
transferred… 
 
On September 27th 2006, Pope Benedict XVI gave out a speech in the Vatican in which he recalled 
an ancient tradition claiming that Thomas first evangelised Syria and Persia, then went on to 
Western India, from where Christianity also reached Southern India. Syrian Christians derive status 
within the caste system from the tradition that they are converted Namboodiris, who were allegedly 
evangelized by St. Thomas after he allegedly landed in Kerala in AD 52. But discrepancy exists in 
this theory as Namboodiris started settling in Kerala only from 6th century onwards. Since Pope 
Benedict XVI's statement was perceived to be a direct violation of their religious beliefs, many Saint 
Thomas Christians in India condemned this statement. Later, based on the evidences given by 
Christians from Kerala, the Vatican amended the published text of the same speech with minor 
modifications…  
 
Thomasine Christianity is found in the southern Indian state of Kerala. These churches of Malabar 
trace their roots back to St. Thomas the Apostle who according to local tradition arrived along the 
Malabar Coast in the year A.D. 52. In the Syriac tradition, St. Thomas is referred to as Mar Thoma 
Sleeha which translate roughly as Lord/Saint Thomas the Apostle. 
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St Thomas Christians had a unique identity till the arrival of Portuguese in India, who converted St. 
Thomas Christians to the Catholic Church. As a result of this foreign intervention into the culture 
there are several present day St. Thomas churches, primarily in the Catholic and Oriental Orthodox 
Traditions… 
 
Prior to the advent of Roman Catholic Christianity in India in the 16th century, Syrian and Persian 
Christians in Malabar were called Nazaranis or Nazarenes. The first name indicated the Christian 
doctrine they followed after the church founded by Thomas of Cana in Malabar was linked to the 
Nestorian Church of Seleucia in 450 AD, and the second name linked them back to the first Jewish 
Nazarene Christians who fled to Edessa, Syria, prior to the fall of Jerusalem in 66 AD. Jewish 
Nazarenes belonged to an ancient sect of which Samson and Jesus were the most famous 
members -- Nazarene does not refer to the town of Nazareth in Israel, which did not exist till the 3rd 
century AD… 
 
In the first two centuries of the Christian era, a number of writings 
were circulated, which claimed the authority of Thomas, some of 
them said, perhaps too loosely, to be espousing a Gnostic 
doctrine, as Cyril was suggesting. It is unclear now why Thomas 
was seen as an authority for doctrine, although this belief is 
documented in Gnostic groups as early as the Pistis Sophia (ca 
AD 250 - 300) which states that the "three witnesses" committing 
to writing "all of his words" are Thomas, along with Philip and 
Matthew. In that Gnostic work, Mary Magdalene (one of the 
disciples) says: "Now at this time, my Lord, hear, so that I speak 
openly, for thou hast said to us 'He who has ears to hear, let him 
hear:' Concerning the word which thou didst say to Philip: 'Thou 
and Thomas and Matthew are the three to whom it has been 
given… to write every word of the Kingdom of the Light, and to 
bear witness to them'; hear now that I give the interpretation of 
these words. It is this which thy light-power once prophesied 
through Moses: 'Through two and three witnesses everything will 
be established. The three witnesses are Philip and Thomas and 
Matthew" (—Pistis Sophia 1:43) An early, non-Gnostic tradition 
may lie behind this statement, which also emphasizes the primacy 
of the Gospel of Matthew in its Aramaic form, over the other 
canonical three. 
 
 
Besides the Acts of Thomas there was a widely circulated Infancy Gospel of Thomas probably 
written in the later 2nd century and probably also in Syria, which relates the miraculous events and 
prodigies of Jesus' boyhood. This is the document which tells for the first time the familiar legend of 
the twelve sparrows which Jesus, at the age of five, fashioned from clay on the Sabbath day, which 
took wing and flew away. The earliest manuscript of this work is a sixth century one in Syriac. This 
gospel was first referred to by Irenaeus; Ron Cameron notes: "In his citation, Irenaeus first quotes a 
non-canonical story that circulated about the childhood of Jesus and then goes directly on to quote 
a passage from the infancy narrative of the Gospel of Luke (Luke 2:49). Since the Infancy Gospel of 
Thomas records both of these stories, in relative close proximity to one another, it is possible that 
the apocryphal writing cited by Irenaeus is, in fact, what is now known as the Infancy Gospel of 
Thomas. Because of the complexities of the manuscript tradition, however, there is no certainty as 
to when the stories of the Infancy Gospel of Thomas began to be written down." 
 
The best known in modern times of these documents is the "sayings" document that is being called 
the Gospel of Thomas; a noncanonical work which some scholars believe may actually predate the 
writing of the Biblical gospels themselves. The opening line claims it is the work of "Didymos Judas 
Thomas" - who has been identified with Thomas. This work was discovered in a Coptic translation 
in 1945 at the Egyptian village of Nag Hammadi, near the site of the monastery of Chenoboskion. 
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Once the Coptic text was published, scholars recognized that an earlier Greek translation had been 
published from fragments of papyrus found at Oxyrhynchus in the 1890s 

 
Next on the list is James the son of Alphaeus also known as James the Less or Lesser. According 
to the entry for Saint James on Wikipedia: 
 

 
James, son of Alphaeus is often identified with James the Less, 
who is only mentioned three times, each time in connection with his 
mother. Mark 15:40 refers to "Mary the mother of James the 
younger and of Joses", while Mark 16:1 and Matthew 27:56 refer to 
"Mary the mother of James". 

 
Since there was already a more prominent James (James, son of 
Zebedee) among the twelve apostles, equating James son of 
Alphaeus with James the Less made sense. (James son of 
Zebedee was sometimes called "James the Greater"). However, it 
also made it imperative to identify Clopas, the husband of Mary, 
with Alphaeus, the father of the Apostle James. (For the argument 
on this, see Alphaeus.) This identification was accepted by early 
church leaders and, therefore, tradition knows him more commonly 
as Saint James the Less. 

 
 
Modern Biblical scholars are divided on whether this identification is correct. John Paul Meier finds 
it unlikely. Amongst evangelicals, the New Bible Dictionary supports the traditional identification, 
while Don Carson and Darrell Bock both regard the identification as possible, but not certain. 
 
James, son of Alphaeus, has also been identified with James, the brother of Jesus. This was 
supported by Jerome and therefore widely accepted in the Roman Catholic Church, while the 
Eastern Orthodox and Protestant tend to distinguish between the two. 
 
Another Alphaeus is also the name of the father of the publican Levi mentioned in Mark 2:14. The 
publican appears as Matthew in Matthew 9:9, which has led some to conclude that James and 

Matthew might have been brothers. However, there is no Biblical account of 
the two being called brothers, even when they appear side by side in the 
synoptic list of the Twelve Apostles, next to the fraternal pairs of Peter and 
Andrew and the sons of Zebedee. 

[ 
A tradition holds that Saint James, though strongly clinging to Jewish law, 
was sentenced to death for having violated the Torah. This however, is 
highly unlikely as the Jewish authorities did not practice crucifixion, and 
unless a possible rebellion was at hand, the Roman authority would not 
involve themselves in Jewish religious affairs. He is reported to have been 
martyred by crucifixion at Ostrakine in Lower Egypt, where he was preaching 
the Gospel. A carpenter's saw is the symbol associated with him in Christian 
art because it is also noted that his body was later sawed to piece. 

 
Saint James son of Alphaeus (GNU) JoJan 
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Next on the list is Jude also known as Thaddeus. According to the entry for Saint Jude on 
Wikipedia: 
 

Saint Jude was one of the Twelve Apostles of Jesus. He 
is generally identified with Thaddeus, and is also 
variously called Jude or James, Jude Thaddaeus, Judas 
Thaddaeus or Lebbaeus. He is sometimes identified with 
Jude, brother of Jesus. 
 
Jude is clearly distinguished from Judas Iscariot, another 
disciple and later the betrayer of Jesus. Both "Jude" and 
"Judas" are translations …in the Greek original New 
Testament, which in turn is a Greek variant of Judah, a 
name which was common among Jews at the time. 
 
"Jude or James" is only mentioned twice in the New 
Testament: in the lists of apostles in Luke 6:16 and Acts 
1:13. 
 
The name by which Luke calls the Apostle, "Jude of 
James" is ambiguous as to the relationship of Jude to 
this James. Though such a construction commonly 
connotates a relationship of father and son, it has been traditionally interpreted as "Jude, brother of 
James" (See King James Version), though Protestants (for instance, the New International Version 
translation) usually identify him as "Jude son of James". 
 
The Gospel of John also once mentions a disciple called "Judas not Iscariot" (John 14:22). This is 
generally accepted to be the same person as the apostle Jude, though some scholars see the 
identification as uncertain. 
 
In some Latin manuscripts of Matthew 10:3, he is called Judas the Zealot. 
 
In the comparable apostle-lists of Matthew 10:3 and Mark 3:18, Jude is omitted, but there is a 
Thaddeus (or in some manuscripts of Matthew 10:3, "Lebbaeus who was surnamed Thaddaeus") 
listed in his place. This has led many Christians since early times to harmonize the lists by positing 
a "Jude Thaddeus", known by either name. 
 
Many modern Biblical scholars reject this theory, holding that Jude and Thaddeus did not represent 
the same person. Scholars have proposed alternate theories to explain the discrepancy: an 
unrecorded replacement of one for the other during the ministry of Jesus to apostasy or death; the 
possibility that "twelve" was a symbolic number and an estimation; or simply that the names were 
not recorded perfectly by the early church.  
 
However many conservative Christian writers argue that, because the name "Judas" was so 
tarnished by Judas Iscariot, it was natural for Mark and Matthew to refer to him by his alternate 
name.. 
 
Thaddeus the apostle is generally seen as a different person from Thaddeus of Edessa, one of the 
Seventy Disciples. 
 
Opinion is divided on whether Jude the apostle is the same as Jude, brother of Jesus, who is 
mentioned in Mark 6:3 and Matthew 13:55-57, and is the traditional author of the Epistle of Jude.  
Generally Catholics believe the two Judes are the same person, while Protestants do not.  
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Identifying the apostle Jude with the writer of the epistle is problematic, not least because in verse 
17 there is a reference to "the apostles" implying the writer does not include himself. 
 
Tradition holds that Saint Jude preached the Gospel in Judea, Samaria, Idumaea, Syria, 
Mesopotamia and Libya. He is also said to have visited Beirut and Edessa, though the emissary of 
latter mission is also identified as Thaddeus of Edessa, one of the Seventy. Jude is reported as 
suffering martyrdom together with Simon the Zealot in Persia. The 14th century writer Nicephorus 
Callistus makes Jude the bridegroom at the wedding at Cana. 
 
The legend reports that St. Jude was born into a Jewish family in Paneas, a town in Galilee later 
rebuilt by the Romans and renamed Caesarea Philippi. In all probability he spoke both Greek and 
Aramaic, like almost all of his contemporaries in that area, and was a farmer by trade. According to 
the legend, St. Jude was a son of Clopas and his wife Mary, a cousin of the Virgin Mary. Tradition 
has it that Jude's father, Clopas, was murdered because of his forthright and outspoken devotion to 
the risen Christ. After Mary's death, miracles were attributed to her intercession. 
 
Though Saint Gregory the Illuminator is credited as the "Apostle to the Armenians", when he 
baptised King Tiridates III of Armenia in 301, converting the Armenians, the Apostles Jude and 
Bartholomew are traditionally believed to have been the first to bring Christianity to Armenia, and 
are therefore venerated as the patron saints of the Armenian Apostolic Church. Linked to this 
tradition is the Thaddeus Monastery. 
 
According to the Armenian tradition, Saint Jude suffered martyrdom about AD 65 in Beirut, Lebanon 
together with the apostle Simon the Zealot, with whom he is usually connected. Their acts and 
martyrdom were recorded in an Acts of Simon and Jude that was among the collection of passions 
and legends traditionally associated with the legendary Abdias, bishop of Babylon, and said to have 
been translated into Latin by his disciple Tropaeus Africanus, according to the Golden Legend 
account of the saints… 
 
St Jude is traditionally depicted carrying the image of Jesus in 
his hand or close to his chest, betokening the legend of the 
Image of Edessa, recorded in apocryphal correspondence 
between Jesus and Abgarus which is reproduced in Eusebius' 
History Ecclesiastica, I, xiii. According to it, King Abgar of 
Edessa (a city located in what is now southeast Turkey) sent a 
letter to Jesus to cure him of an illness that afflicts him, and 
sent the envoy Hannan, the keeper of the archives, offering his 
own home city to Jesus as a safe dwelling place. The envoy 
painted a likeness of Jesus with choice paints, or impressed 
with Abgar's great faith, Jesus pressed his face into a cloth 
and gave it to Hannan to take to Abgar with his answer. Upon 
seeing Jesus' image, the king placed it with great honor in one 
of his palatial houses. After Christ had ascended to heaven, 
St. Jude was sent to King Abgar by the Apostle St. Thomas. 
The king was cured and astonished. He converted to 
Christianity along with most of the people under his rule.  

                                                                                                 Image of Edessa 
 
Additionally, St. Jude is often depicted with a flame above his head. This represents his presence at 
Pentecost, when he received the Holy Spirit with the other apostles. 
 
St. Jude Thaddeus is invoked in desperate situations because his New Testament letter stresses 
that the faithful should persevere in the environment of harsh, difficult circumstances, just as their 
forefathers had done before them. Therefore, he is the patron saint of desperate cases. (The 
epithet is also commonly rendered as "patron saint of lost causes".) However, there is another 
reckoning to this epithet. Many Christians have unfortunately reckoned him as Judas Iscariot and 
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thus avoided veneration. Therefore he was also called the "Forgotten Saint". Because veneration 
was avoided, only people in the most desperate circumstances would call upon him. 
 
The Order of Preachers (the Dominicans) began working in present day Armenia soon after their 
founding in 1216. There was a substantial devotion to St. Jude in this area at that time, by both 
Roman and Orthodox Catholics. This lasted until persecution drove Christians from the area in the 
1700s. Devotion to Saint Jude began again in earnest in the 1800s, starting in Italy and Spain, 
spreading to South America, and finally to the U.S. (starting in the area around Chicago) owing to 
the influence of the Claretians and the Dominicans in the 1920s. Novena prayers to St. Jude helped 
people, especially newly arrived immigrants from Europe, deal with the pressures caused by the 
Great Depression, World War II, and the changing workplace and family life… 

 
Next on the list is Simon the Zealot. According to the entry for Saint Simon on Wikipedia: 
 

The name of Simon occurs in all the passages of the synoptic gospels and Acts that give a list of 
apostles, without further details. 
 
Simon, whom he named Peter, and Andrew his brother, and James and John, and Philip, and 
Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon who was 
called the Zealot, and Judas ["the son" is interpolated] of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a 
traitor. (Luke 6:12-16, RSV)  
 

To distinguish him from Simon Peter, he is called Kananaios, or Kananites 
(Matthew 10:4; Mark 3:18), and in the list of apostles in Luke 6:15, repeated in 
Acts 1:13, Zelotes, the "Zealot". Both titles derive from the Hebrew word 
qana, meaning The Zealous, though Jerome and others mistook the word to 
signify the apostle was from the town of Cana (in which case his epithet would 
have been "Kanaios") or even from the region of Canaan. As such, the 
translation of the word as "the Cananite" or "the Canaanite" is purely 
traditional and without contemporary extra-canonic parallel… 

egend. 

 
In the canonic New Testament, Simon the Zealot is never identified with 
Simon the brother of Jesus mentioned in Gospel of Mark 6:3:"Isn't this the 
carpenter? Isn't this Mary's son and the brother of James, Joseph, Judas and 
Simon? Aren't his sisters here with us?"" —New International Version.  

 
It is believed often that this is Simon however, due to his various travels with 
St. Jude Thaddeus who is commonly identified as Judas the brother of 
Jesus… 

 
In later tradition, Simon is often associated with St. Jude as a proselytizing 
team; they share their feast day on 28 October. The most widespread 
tradition is that after evangelizing in Egypt, Simon joined Jude in Persia and 
Armenia, where both were martyred. This version is the one found in the 
Golden L
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Later traditions expand on an independent personality for Simon and speculate 
about his fate. One tradition states that he travelled in the Middle East and Africa. 
Christian Ethiopians claim that he was crucified in Samaria, while Justus Lipsius 
writes that he was sawn in half at Suanir, Persia. However, Moses of Chorene 
writes that he was martyred at Weriosphora in Caucasian Iberia. Tradition also 
claims he died peacefully at Edessa. Another tradition says he visited Britain -- 
possibly Glastonbury -- and was martyred in modern-day Lincolnshire. Another, 
doubtless inspired by his title "the Zealot", states that he was involved in a 
Jewish revolt against the Romans, which was brutally suppressed. 
 
The 2nd century Epistle of the Apostles (Epistula Apostolorum), a polemic 
against gnostics, lists him among the apostles purported to be writing the letter 
(who include Thomas) as Judas Zelotes and certain Old Latin translations of the 
Gospel of Matthew substitute "Judas the Zealot" for Thaddeus/Lebbaeus in 
Matthew 10:3. To some readers, this suggests that he may be identical with the 
"Judas not Iscariot" mentioned in John 14:22: "Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, 
Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the world?" As 
it has been suggested that Jude is identical with the apostle Thomas (see Jude 
Thomas), an identification of "Simon Zelotes" with Thomas is also possible. The 
New Testament records nothing more of Simon, aside from this multitude of 
pseudonyms. 
 

Saint Simon the Zealot with his attribute of a saw 
 
In art, Simon has the identifying attribute of a saw because he was put to death by a saw. 

 
 
The last Apostle on the list is Matthias the replacement for Judas Iscariot. According to the entry 
for Saint Matthias on Wikipedia: 
 

There is no mention of a Matthias among the lists of disciples in the three synoptic gospels. 
According to Acts 1, in the days following the Ascension of Jesus, Peter proposed to the assembled 
disciples, who numbered about one hundred and twenty, that they choose one to fill the place of the 
traitor Judas in the apostolate: 23.So they proposed two men: Joseph called Barsabbas (also 
known as Justus) and Matthias. 24. Then they prayed, "Lord, you know everyone's heart. Show us 
which of these two you have chosen 25.to take over this apostolic ministry, which Judas left to go 
where he belongs." 26. Then they cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the 
eleven apostles. 
 

Eduard Zeller declared this narrative is inconsistent with the history of the 
Apostles' movements, in that the Apostles were in Galilee after the Crucifixion. 
However, the Acts of the Apostles clearly states (i.12) that they returned to 
Jerusalem. 

 
No further information about Matthias is to be found in the canonical New 
Testament. Even his name is variable: the Syriac version of Eusebius calls him 
throughout not Matthias but "Tolmai", not to be confused with Bartholomew 
(which means Son of Tolmai) who was originally one of the twelve Apostles; 
Clement of Alexandria says some identified him with Zacchaeus; the 
Clementine Recognitions identify him with Barnabas; Hilgenfeld thinks he is 
the same as Nathanael in the Gospel of John. 

 
According to Nicephorus (Historia eccl., 2, 40), Matthias first preached the 
Gospel in Judea, then in Ethiopia (made out to be a synonym for the 
geographically quite separate Colchis, now Caucasian Georgia) and was 
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crucified in Colchis. A marker placed in the ruins of the Roman fortress at Gonio (Apsaros) in the 
modern Georgian region of Adjara claims that Matthias is buried at that site. 
 
The Synopsis of Dorotheus contains this tradition… ("Matthias preached the Gospel to barbarians 
and meat-eaters in the interior of Ethiopia, where the sea harbor of Hyssus is, at the mouth of the 
river Phasis. He died at Sebastopolis, and was buried there, near the Temple of the Sun.") 
 
An extant Coptic Acts of Andrew and Matthias, places his activity similarly in "the city of the 
cannibals" in Ethiopia. 
 
Alternately, another tradition maintains that Matthias was stoned at Jerusalem by the Jews, and 
then beheaded (cf. Tillemont, Mémoires pour servir à l'histoire ecclesiastique des six premiers 
siècles, I, 406-7). 
 
According to Hippolytus of Rome, Matthias died of old age in Jerusalem. 
 
Clement of Alexandria observed (Stromateis vi.13.): 
Not that they became apostles through being chosen for some distinguished 
peculiarity of nature, since also Judas was chosen along with them. But they 
were capable of becoming apostles on being chosen by Him who foresees 
even ultimate issues. Matthias, accordingly, who was not chosen along with 
them, on showing himself worthy of becoming an apostle, is substituted for 
Judas. 
 
The lost Gospel of Matthias was attributed to Matthias. 
 
The feast of Saint Matthias was included in the Roman Calendar in the 
eleventh century and celebrated on the sixth day to the Calends of March (24 
February usually, but 25 February in leap years). Since this date frequently 
falls within Lent, the feast was transferred in 1969 to 14 May, so as to celebrate 
it in Eastertide close to the Solemnity of the Ascension, the event after which 
the Acts of the Apostles recounts that Matthias was selected to be ranked with 
the Twelve Apostles. Some Catholics continue to observe the older calendar. 
 
The Eastern Orthodox Church celebrates his feast on 9 August. 
The Church of England's Book of Common Prayer liturgy celebrates Matthias on 24 February. 
According to the newer Common Worship liturgy he is celebrated on 14 May with a festival, 
although he may be celebrated on 24 February, if desired. In the Episcopal Church, his feast is on 
14 May  
 
It is claimed that St. Matthias the Apostle's remains are interred in the oldest German town, Trier, at 
the abbey of St. Matthias, and were brought there through Empress Helena, mother of Emperor 
Constantine I (the Great). However, according to Greek sources, the remains of the apostle are 
buried in the castle of Gonio-Apsaros, Georgia. 

 
Judas Iscariot is not included here, because he was not an Apostle and Matthias replaced him as 
the 12th Apostle. In the next posting we will separate the disputed information on the Apostles 
and ask the question, “Were there only 12 Disciples that followed Jesus?” We will also examine 
the historical evidence on the female Disciples of Jesus. 
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